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EXAMINER' S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12, To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Applicant's representative, Mr. Christopher Philip Wrist, on September 27, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A file management apparatus for microscopes comprising: 
a, memory conta^^^ program with instructions, said instructions comprising: 
an image data acquiring section for acquiring microscope image data to be stored 

as a file; 

a structure information setting section enabling a user to arbitrarily set beforehand 
structure information that defines structure of a file name by showing a file name setting screen 
on a display, the file name being given to the microscope image data acquired by the image data 
acquiring section when the microscope image data is stored in a memory , said structure 
information. s 
y.ser's instm 
input; 
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a name-generating section for acquiring, for each said microscope image data 
acquired by said image data acquiring section, information relating to said microscope image 
data, according to tlie structure information that is set by the structure information setting 
section, to automatically generate said file name using the acquired information;-afld 

a managing section for storing the microscope image data acquired by the image 
data acquiring section, and for managing the stored microscope image data using the file names 
generated by the name-generating seetk>n-,sectionj 

said structur e information s e tting section shows th e fil e nam e s e tting scr ee n on th e 

display- in respofl^-to4heuseF'&4nstfu^tionbefw^-sh<^^^ 
ae<>erdiiig to the-us^r-s input; 

a-Classifying.cpndm^^^ 

condition to. b 

into a plurality of groups; and 

a classifying section for acquiring information corresponding to said classifying 

conditjonfro^ 
classifyjrn 

classifying condition into a same group, 

wherein said managing section manages microscope image data stored therein in 

MyMce,..in two. ways^ 
section m 
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2. (Previously Presented) The file management apparatus for microscopes according 
to claim 1, wherein: 

the image data acquiring section acquires stored microscope image data to which 
a file name is given in advance and associated information that is associated with the stored 
microscope image data; and 

the name-generating section acquires, for each said microscope image data 
acquired by said image data acquiring section, information relating to said microscope image 
data, from said associated information according to the structure information that is set by the 
structure information setting section, to generate a new file name using the acquired information. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Previously Presented) The file management apparatus for microscopes according 
to claim 1, further comprising: 

a thumbnail display section for displaying a thumbnail image that is a reduced 
image of an image corresponding to the microscope image data stored in said managing section; 
and 

a displaying condition setting section for setting, as a displaying condition to be 
used for selecting the thumbnail image to be displayed by the thumbnail display section, 
information that is included in the file name corresponding to the thumbnail image to be 
displayed, wherein 
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said thumbnail display section selects the file name including the information that 
is set as the displaying condition by the displaying condition setting section, from file names of 
the microscope image data stored in said managing section, and displays the thumbnail image 
corresponding to the selected file name. 

6. (Currently Amended) A file management apparatus for microscopes comprising: 
a memory containing a program with instructions, said instructions comprising: 
an image data acquiring section for acquiring stored microscope image data to 
which a file name is given in advance; 

a structure information setting section enabling a user to arbitrarily set beforehand 
structure information that defines a structure of a virtual file name by showing a file name setting 
screen on a display, the virtual file name being given to the microscope image data acquired by 
the image data acquiring section when the microscope image data is stored in a memory, said 
structure information setting section showing the file name setting screen on the display in 
response to the 
according tpjt^ 

a name-generating section for acquiring, for each said microscope image data 
acquired by said image data acquiring section, information relating to said microscope image 
data, according to the structure information that is set by the structure information setting 
section, to automatically generate said virtual file name using the acquired information; and 
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a managing section for storing said microscope image data acquired by said image 
data acquiring section and for managing the stored microscope image data using the virtual file 
name generated by the name-generating s^tien^^^section^ 

said structur e information setting s e ction shows th e fil e nam e s e tting screen on th e 

disp^lay -in- Fesponse -to the user's instFuet-ion before shooting^^ 
according to the user's input: 

a c]Msifyin^.coMm^ 

condition tgb^^ 

into a plurality of gr ou ps: and 

a classifying section for acquiring information corresponding to said classifying 

condition fro 
clMsify, micro sco^^ 

classifying condition into a same group, 

wherein said managing section manages microscope image data stored therein in 

advanee^.jnjtwo„.w^ 
section, and.m 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing a file management 
program to control a computer, said program comprising the steps of: 
acquiring microscope image data to be stored as a file; 
enabling a user to arbitrarily set beforehand structure information that defines 
structure of a file name by showing a file name setting screen on a display, the file name being 
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given to the microscope image data acquired by the image data acquiring step when the 
microscope image data is stored in a memory , said structure information setting step showing the 
fUe.Mrne..setting..s^^^^ 
setong sdd.s.tm^^ 

acquiring, for each said microscope image data acquired by said image data 
acquiring step, information relating to said microscope image data, according to the structure 
information that is set by the structure information setting step, to automatically generate said 
file name using the acquired information; and 

storing the microscope image data acquired by the image data acquiring step, and 
managing the stored microscope image data using the file name generated by the name- 
generating st^step^ 

said structur e information s e tting st e p shows the fil e nam e s e tting scr ee n on the 

disp^lay- in response t<>-the user's -ifistraetion before shooting 
according to the-user's input: 

setting..arMtrar^^ 

linage data.stpre^^ 

acquiring infor mation corresponding to said classifyin g condition fi'om the file 

names of the microscope image data stored in said storing and managing step, to classify 

l^iicroscppeij^^^ 

clMsifying. conditio 
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wherein said storing and managing step manages microscope ima g e data stored 

therein in advance, in two ways, which are managing by the file names generated by the name- 
generating s 

8. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 7, 
wherein: 

' said image data acquiring step acquires stored microscope image data to which a 
file name is given in advance and associated information that is associated with the stored 
microscope image data; and 

said name-generating step acquires, for each said microscope image data acquired 
by said image data acquiring step, information relating to said microscope image data, fi-om said 
associated information according to the structure information that is set by the structure 
information setting step, to generate a new file name using the acquired information. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 7, 
fiarther comprising: 

a thumbnail display step for displaying a thumbnail image that is a reduced image 
of an image corresponding to the microscope image data stored by said managing step; and 
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a displaying condition setting step for setting, as a displaying condition to be used 
for selecting the thumbnail image to be displayed by the thumbnail display step, information that 
is included in the file name corresponding to the thumbnail image to be displayed, wherein 

said thumbnail display step selects the file name including the information that is 
set as the displaying condition by the displaying condition setting step, fi-om file names of the 
microscope image data stored by said managing step, and displays the thumbnail image 
corresponding to the selected file name. 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing a file management 
program to control a computer, said program comprising: 

acquiring stored microscope image data to which a file name is given in advance; 

enabling a user to arbitrarily set beforehand structure information that defmes 
structure of a virtual file name by showing a file name setting screen on a display, the virtual file 
name being given to the microscope image data acquired by the image data acquiring step when 
the microscope image data is stored in a memory^. said.stm 
the.file nam^^^ 

and setting said structure information a ccordin g to the user's input; 

acquiring, for each said microscope image data acquired by said image data 
acquiring step, information relating to said microscope image data, according to the structure 
information that is set by the structure information setting step, to automatically generate said 
virtual file name using the acquired information; and 
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storing said microscope image data acquired by said image data acquiring step 
and managing the stored microscope image data using the virtual file name generated by the 
name-generating step, 

said structur e information se tting st e p shows th e fil e nam e s e tting scr ee n on th e 

display in- response te the-user's -instmetien-befoFe- shooti^^ 
according to the-user's input: 

setong„arMtrar^^ 

image data.Mpr 

acquiring information corresponding to said classifying condition fro m the file 

names of the microscope image data stored in said storing and managing step, to classify 

niicroscope 

cjassifying condi 

wherein sai d storing and managi n g ste p mana g es microsco pe imag e data stored 

therein in advance, in two ways, which are managing by the file names generated by the name- 
g.enerating,see^^ 

13. (Previously Presented) The file management apparatus for microscopes according 
to claim 1, wherein the name-generating section gives, to each said microscope image data 
acquired, the file name generated according to set structure information, until the structure 
information is reset by the structure information setting section. 
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14, (Previously Presented) The file management apparatus for microscopes 
according to claim 6, wherein the name-generating section gives, to each said microscope image 
data acquired, the file name generated according to set structure information, until the structure 
information is reset by the structure information setting section. 

15. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 7, 
wherein the name-generating step gives, to each said microscope image data acquired, the file 
name generated according to set structure information, until the structure information is reset by 
the structure information setting step. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2, Claims 1-2, 5-8, 1 1-15 are allowed, now renumbered as 1-11. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reason for allowance: 

Prior art of record do not teach combination of claimed elements including "said structure 
information setting section shows the file name setting screen on the display in response to the 
user's instruction before shooting, and sets said structure information according to the user's 
input"; "a classifying condition setting section capable of setting arbitrarily a 
classifying condition to be used for classifying the microscope image data stored in the 
managing section into a plurality of groups"; and "a classifying section for acquiring information 
corresponding to said classifying condition from the file names of the microscope image data 
stored in said managing section, to classify microscope image data having the same said 
information acquired corresponding to said classifying condition mto a same group, wherein 
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said managing section manages, microscope image data stored therein in advance, in two ways, 
which are managing by the file names generated by the name-generating section and managing 
by a result of classifying by the classifying section as claimed in independents 1, 6, 7, 12. 

The closest prior art, Atkins et al. (US Patent No. 5,799,319) teaches relates to a method 
for naming computer files, and includes a method having a computer screen display at a terminal 
of a computer for a user to input data relating to the image data file, but do not teach a structure 
information setting section enabling a user to arbitrarily set beforehand structure information that 
defines structure of a file name by showing a file name setting screen on a display as specifically 
claimed by the Applicant. 

Thus, prior art of record neither renders obvious nor anticipates the combination of 
claimed elements in light of the specification. Any comments considered necessary by applicant 
must be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, 
should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance". 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Miranda Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-41 12. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene, can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax number to this Art Unit 
is (571)273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Miranda Le 
September 28, 2005 



